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SERMON 


Preached h-fore the Honourable the 


HOUSE of COMMONS, 
AT 
St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, 
On Friday the 14th of March 1760. 


Lune, 17* die, Marti, 060. 


OrnDERrED, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be 

given to the Reverend Doctor HALL, 
for the Sermon by him preached on Friday 
laſt before this Houſe, at St. Margaret's 
Weſtminſter, and that he be deſired to print 
the ſame; and that Mr. Roſe Fuller, Mr. 
Kynaſton, Mr. Bacon, and Mr. Wilkes, do 
acquaint him therewith, 


J. Dyson, Cl. Dom, Com. 
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Jos i. 5. 

And it was ſo, when the days of their feaſting were gone 
about, that Job ſent and ſanctiſied them, and roſe up 
early in the morning, and offered burnt-offerings, 
according to the number of them all: for Job ſaid, it © 
may be that my ſons have ſinned, and curſed God in 


their hearts. 


14 HE holy perſon, of whom this act of re- 


ligion and his motives to it are recorded, 
| was, at the time of performing it, in the 
height of temporal felicity, bleſt with a numerous 


progeny, revered for his wiſdom and age, as well 
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as for the high pre-eminence which he held in his 
country. God had © made an hedge about him, 
« and proſpered the work of his hands, and his 
« ſubſtance was increaſed in the land.” His ſons 
had it ſeems been * feaſting in their houſes, every 
<« one his day.” The father could not but rejoice 
in the harmony which ſubſiſted in his family, nor 
did he diſapprove theſe chearful expreſſions of it, ſo 
well ſuited to the happy ſtate they were in, provided 
they were conducted with innocence, and in the 
fear of God. But he was apprehenſive, leſt in thoſe 
ſeaſons of joyfulneſs, ſome action might have eſcaped 
them, injurious to their virtue, or offenſive to their 
Maker. He therefore “ ſent and ſanctified them, 
« and offered burnt-offerings, not only as an 
atonement which he thought due to God in expiation 
of the guilt they might actually have contracted, but 
as implying an admonition to Them, to be always 
on their guard againſt the inſidious approach of 
thoſe vices, of which their proſperity might too 
eaſily become the ſource. 


Wiru the ſame provident and paternal care, 
our Sovereign, ever intent on the public welfare, 
and ſtudious to promote it by guarding no leſs the 
religion and morals, than the temporal poſſeſſions 
of his people, hath ſummoned all orders of his ſub- 
jeQs to proſtrate themſelves before God, and to offer, 

even 
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even in theſe their days of gladneſs and triumph, an 
extraordinary ſacrifice of penitence and prayer* not 
intending hereby to leſſen or reſtrain the joy which 


they may juſtly feel amidſt the bleſſings ſo remark- 


ably multiplied upon them, but to temper it with 
thoſe ſeaſonable allays of religion, which may con- 


tribute to augment, as well as to render it more 
ſtable and laſting. 


Tre *© ſanctifying of faſts and calling of ſolemn 
« aſſemblies, is a practice which religious ſtates in 
every age have had recourſe to, under the immediate 
ſenſe of preſent, or the fear of impending, evils. 
But, all the diſpenſations of God are evidently to be 
alike regarded by man in a ſerious and awful light : 
and moſt of any, thoſe of his diſtinguiſhed mercy 
and favour; than which none are more eaſily, or 
can be more fatally, miſapplied and ill uſed. So 
that theſe exerciſes of devout humility are not leſs 
neceſſary, perhaps are of more extenſive uſe, in 
ſeaſons of public proſperity, than even in thoſe of 
diſtreſs or danger. | 


Fo the fuller and more diſtinct illuſtration of 
this Subject, it ſhall be my endeavour to ſet forth 


I. TE hurtful confequenees, both in reſpect to 
religion and morals, with which uncommon national 
| ſucceſs 


N 
\ 
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ſucceſs is apt to be accompanied. “It may be they 
e have ſinned, and curſed God in their hearts,” 
2 
II. TRE fitneſs and aſes ob: pious humiliation to 
obviate or correct ſuch pernicious effects. He 
« ſent and ſanctified them, and offered burnt- 
e offerings.” To which I ſhall add, 


III. THe tendency of the ſame religious acts, 
when duly improved, to procure the continuance 
and increaſe of the divine favour. 


AN p Furſt, The notion of © curſing God in the 
<« heart,” need not be confined to that preciſe ſigni- 
fication, which the words in their literal import ap- 


pear to convey. Diſregard or neglect, unworthy 


ſentiments, irreverent behaviour of any kind towards 
God, may be juſtly comprehended under this ex- 


_ preſſion. 


IN many reſpects indeed, the religious principles 


of a people, elate with extraordinary ſucceſs, are in 


danger of being impaired : but that, to which our 
notice may be chiefly confined, inaſmuch as in pro- 
portion to its decay every other branch of religious 
duty muſt ſuffer with it, 1s, the ſenſe of our depen- 
dence on the Supreme Being. 
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Ar firſt view, however, it may appear ſcarcely 
conceiveable, that, while the operations of Divine 
Providence are remarkable and recent, a ſtrong 
conviction and due acknowledgment of them ſhould, 
on our part, be wanting. The very ſuſpicion of ſo 
criminal an indifference and inattention may poſ- 
ſibly be treated as an inſinuation not merely of our 
want of piety, but of underſtanding. Yet, the 
choſen people of God, it ſeems, were cautioned to 
beware, when their enemies ſhould be delivered in- 
to their hands, and they be ſettled in the full enjoy- 
ment of eaſe and plenty, at that ſeaſon of joy and 
thankfulneſs not to ſuffer their hearts to be lifted up, 
or to forget the Lord their God. Now, if They 
who had been conducted to glory and conqueſt by 
an open diſplay of miracles, could need this admo- 
nition, and even diſregard it after it was given, how 
much more reaſonable muſt this apprehenſion be, 
with regard to any other people, whoſe bleſſings, 
though the ſame in kind, and perhaps not inferior 
in degree, have not been conveyed in the ſame won- 
derful and ſupernatural manner. 


THz truth is, the danger of our ſwerving from 
the allegiance we owe to God, ariſes principally from 
this very circumſtance. The method by which com- 
munities are at preſent ſupported in the vindication 
of their rights is, viſibly at leaſt, confined to the 
ordinary courſe and conſtitution of things : and that 

B too 
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too in ſuch a manner, that the cauſe is never wholly 
diſproportionate to the effect. Hence ſucceſs be- 
comes the apparent conſequence, of bold yet well- 
concerted plans, of prudent but vigorous execution, 
of military and political talents, in thoſe who are to 
adjuſt and to conduct the important operations of 
war. Where the efficacy of theſe cauſes 1s viſible, ſtill 
more where it 1s eminently conſpicuous, the ſecret 
interpoſition of providence is for the moſt part either 
wholly unattended to, or but imperfectly ſeen. This, 
indeed, is but too much the caſe in every circum- 
ſtance and ſituation of life, Even the preſſure of 
heavy calamities is in many inſtances inſufficient to 
bring men to the conſideration of an almighty and 
inviſible agent. But ſucceſs, the parent of arrogance 
and the enemy of reaſon, does in a more particular 
manner diſpoſe them to look no further than to ſome 
imaginary national advantages, or at moſt to the 
immediate human inſtruments of their ſafety, their 
proſperity, their triumphs. Theſe, indeed, ſhould 
never be forgotten. Gratitude, genuine warm and 
permanent gratitude, is undoubtedly their right: 
but ſtill, while we exclude God from our thoughts, 
while we ſuffer our acknowledgments to be diverted 
from the author and ſource of theſe admired talents, 
who guides their exertion, -and opens the way for, 
their ſucceſs : while we do this, how miſerably do 
we fall ſhort of our duty, and how fatally do we 
turn the mercies of God into an occaſion of greater 


and more preſumptuous offences ? 
To 
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To apply this general reaſoning to the preſent 
flouriſhing and reſpectable ſtate of our own country. 
How ready 1s the ſuperficial obſerver to account for 
this from our wealth, recruited as it were annually 
by an extenſive and profitable commerce ; from our 
comparative ſecurity as an ifland ; from that precious 
inheritance of naval power which our forefathers be- 
queathed to us; from our ſuperior ſkill in maritime 
affairs; from the numbers, the zeal, the intrepidity 
of our countrymen ? 


Ou victories, moreover, have been numerous, 
important, uninterrupted : but do we not overlook 
the many viſible traces of Providence in the manner 


in which they were gained: in the defeat of for- 


midable armies by part only of an inferior force; 
in the diſſipation of them, with hardly a thought of 
reſiſtance: in the acquiſition of places, heretofore 
attempted with loſs and quitted with diſgrace, but 
now either deſcrted at our approach, or ſurrendered 
by premature and unreaſonable delpair : in the pre- 
ſervation of our fleets, in unuſual ſtations, untried 
ſeas, unſafe and tempeſtuous ſeaſons : in the com- 
bination of various circumſtances, which all con- 
tributed their ſhare firſt to retard, and afterwards 
to defeat, the deſigns of our enemies againſt us; 
which, however, in a recent effort were indeed ſuf- 
fered to ſucceed, but in ſuch a manner as only to 
involve them in ſpeedier and more certain deſtruc- 

| * tion. 


1 : 
— —_— N R 
— | As As 7 OS 


a 
b F 6 
Wy 8 A a - 


8 A Sermop preached at 


tion, Surely theſe are indications of the real, though 
inviſible, concurrence of the Almighty ; but, at the 
ſame time, if unobſerved and unacknowledged on 
our part, muſt remain as ſo many laſting monu- 
ments of our ſupine neglect and groſs ingratitude 
towards our heavenly Protector. 


Many, however, who are not without a lively 
ſenſe of the ſuperintending power of God, may be 
led by national ſucceſs into ſentiments, unworthy of 
his nature, and unſuitable to the ſtate of ſinful mor- 
tality. The plain tokens of his favourable interpo- 
ſition, are oftentimes interpreted as evidences of his 
approbation. An opinion irreverent and unwar- 
rantable, were it only that it intrudes into the coun- 
cils, and pronounces upon the deſigns, of provi- 
dence. But it is moreover arrogant, by ſuppoſing 
deſert in beings incapable of it, and impious, by aſ- 
cribing partiality to the equal Governor of the uni- 
verſe. Which preſumption 1s uſually ordained by 
God to carry its own puniſhment along with it, ei- 
ther by prompting men to raſh and ill adviſed en- 
terprizes, or, on the other hand, by lulling them 
into a relaxation of their own endeavours, from a 
confidence that © God being with them,” they have 
nothing to apprehend from the power, the cunning, 
or the reſentment of their enemies, 
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YET this inſtance of impiety is not ſo frequently 
ſeen to prevail, nor indeed is it fo criminal in itſelf, 


as the prophaneneſs of a different ſett of men, taking 


occaſion from the proſperous ſtate of confeſſedly ſin- 
ful nations, to draw inferences 1 injurious and diſ- 
honourable to God, as the moral ruler and righteous 
judge of mankind. If * © Iſrael hath not been for- 
* ſaken, nor Judah of his God the Lord of Hoſts, 
* though their land was filled with fin againſt the 
* Holy One of Iſrael, how forward is the ſcoffer 


from ſuch unmerited bleſſings to conclude, that the 


vices of a community have viſibly no efficacy to in- 
terrupt the courſe of the divine favour towards it? 
Libertiniſm has often attempted to avail itſelf of the 
feeming, but falſely pretended, beneficial effects of 
vice to ſociety, with a view to ſoften in ſome degree 
its own horror and deformity. What a fatal advance 
would it be, were the diſtinguiſhed happineſs of a 
corrupted people to be applied not only to ſtrengthen 

this pernicious principle, but likewiſe to diſcounte- 
nance the belief of God's moral adminiſtration ? So 
monſtrous a perverſion of his bleſſings would indeed 
directly amount to the impiety and the guilt of 


_« curling God in the heart.” 


TRHESE reflexions will naturally lead us to the 
conſideration of thoſe conſequences, reſpecting the 
morals of a people, which a conſtant and ſteady 

gale 
* Jer. li. 5. 
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gale of ſucceſs ſeldom fails to produce. Indeed the 
very exemption from danger is not without its ill 
effects. Whatever ſerious reflexions or pious reſo- 
lutions diſtreſs may heretofore have ſuggeſted, the 
removal of it too often ſhews, that moſt of theſe 
were but momentary flaſhes only, diſappearing to- 
gether with the cauſe which gave them birth. The 
bulk of a community have too many craving paſ- 
ſions, too many objects of pleaſure and of intereſt, 
to tread long in the ſame ſtrait path, or to keep their 
purpoſed amendment in view, when the preſſure of 
public calamities no longer reminds them of the ne- 
ceſſity of purſuing it. 8 

Bur in proportion as an advance is made to fre- 
quent and illuſtrious ſucceſſes, their influence upon 
morality becomes more and more dangerous. The 
character of a nation, like that of an individual, is 
never perfectly known, till it is tried by ſome unex- 
pected elevation. Adverſity is, for the time it laſts, 
a conſtant and watchful monitor. Even a ſtate of 
varied fortune is not without many prudential re- 
ftraints to check and repreſs the occaſional emotions 
of arrogance, ſelfiſhneſs, and caprice. It is only the 
ſunſhine of unſullied felicity, which calls forth and 
gives free exerciſe to theſe unamuable qualities, which 
makes men inſolent in their conduct, unreaſonable 
in their demands, ready to take fire at imaginary 


affronts; but, on the other hand, inattentive to 
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proper and juſtifiable claims, confident of their own 
ſtrength, and, upon that foundation only, regard- 
leſs of the love, * diſlike, or even the hatred of 
mankind. 


THERE are yet other evils in the caſe of confe- 
derate nations, to be apprehended and guarded 
againſt: thoſe eſpecially of ingratitude and ill faith, 
which often inſinuate themſelves into the minds, and 
appear in the behaviour, of men, upon any remark- 
able diſparity between their own ſucceſs and that 
of their allies. How natural is it upon thoſe occa- 
ſions for the victorious nation, or certainly for the 
narrow- minded part of it, to forget the common 
ties of friendſhip, and the common chances of war, 
to repine at the connexion they are engaged in, and 
to grudge the aſſiſtance which it is found neceſſary 
to give, in proportion as it ſhould ſeem to the aug- 


mentation of their own power, and the growing 


neceſlities of their friends ? 


NEED I after this, go on to enumerate the other 
various evils, of which ſucceſs is obviouſly and con- 
feſſedly the parent? Need I ſay, that wherever ava- 
riceand ambition reſide, they are naturally heightened 
and inflamed, in proportion to the probability there 
is of their being gratified ? That men are generally 
more intent upon appropriating and engroſſing the 
yu! of Gs vanquiſhed, than upon alleviating their 

diſtreſs ?: 
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diſtreſs? That the author and giver of all victory is 
leſs in their thoughts, than the advantages, whether 
public or perſonal, that may be drawn from it? 
That in ſhort, the repeated bleſſings of providence 
are by moſt men regarded, rather as a warrant for 
gratifying their irregular defires in their full extent, 

than as the happy means of giving peace to man- 
kind, and of teaching all around them leſſons of 
juſtice, humanity, and moderation ? 


IT will however be proper to obſerve, that nei- 
ther the irreligious nor the immoral behaviour here 
intimated, is to be underſtood as the neceſſary reſult 
of national proſperity ; nor as an effect which hath, 
in any great degree, been actually produced by it 
amongſt ourſelves; but only as a probable conſe- 


quence, into which, without much circumſpection 


and care, the unhappy frailty of our nature may 
ſuffer us to fall. And now, 


II. THe beſt preſervative againſt either of theſe 
fatal miſapplications of our ſucceſs, is, the right uſe 
of theſe facred exerciſes of humiliation, well fitted in 
themſelves to diſpoſe us both to think and to act 
aright under the manifeſtations of the divine favour. 
For what ſentiment is ſo needful, and at the fame 
time ſo likely to be-entertained by us on this occa- 
ſion, as that of a ſettled reſolution not to be lifted 
vp by any temporary ſucceſſes, but to bear conſtantly 

in 
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in mind the ſtate of weakneſs and dependance we 
are placed in, and in all we expect, defire, and fear, 


to take God alone for our refuge, and his mercies 
for our ſupport ? 


To enliven and to fix this impreſſion deep in our 
ſouls, we need only recollect what we felt, and what 
we feared, at that junEture when our preſumption on 
our own ſtrength was at the higheſt, and received 
the ſevereſt mortification. At that time our naval 
power had been our glory and our boaſt; yet it not 
only diſappointed our expectations, but covered us 
with diſgrace. Our local advantage, as an iſland, 
had, till then, been thought a full ſecurity ; but how 
ſoon was our falſe confidence deſtroyed ; and that, 
not by any actual attempt againſt us, but by the 
very menaces and deſigns alone of our enemies ? 
Still, the bravery and martial ſpirit of the people af- 
forded ſome conſolation, but ſhort and deluſive like 

the reſt: © war was approaching near our gates,” 
and yet © was there a ſpear or ſhield to be ſeen 
e among forty thouſand in Iſrael?” Their proweſs 
diſplayed itſelf only in a perverſe and tumultuous 
oppoſition to the meaſures framed by public wiſdom, 
for their own immediate preſervation. We looked 
round to our ancient allies, expecting ſome harveſt 
where we had ſown ſo plentifully : but behold, © our 
* neighbours ſtood afar off, our friends in whom we 


e truſted,” and from whom our aſſiſtance had never 


C been 
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been with-held, ©* conſpired-ſecretly againſt us.” God 
ſeemed to have withdrawn his protection from us, 
to have, purpoſely as it were, cauſed each of thoſe 
reſources, in which we were wont to confide, to fail 
and deceive us, in order to bring back our miſplaced 
reliance to its proper objett. And now, leſt this 
happier reverſe of our condition ſhould again un- 
ſettle it, what can be more ſeaſonable or uſeful, than 
to recall the humbling reflexions we then made, to 
repreſent to our minds the conjuncture which occa- 
ſioned them, and to revive the conviction we at that 
time ſtrongly felt, of the wiſdom of not putting 
our truſt in princes, or in any child of man,” or 
in any earthly ſtrength whatever, for there is no 
help in them?” 


AGAIN, As ſerious humiliation is of uſe to hin- 
der our forgetting the Lord our God, not leſs ſo is 
it to prevent our offending him, by thoſe moral diſ- 
orders which ſo commonly make up the train of 
victory and ſucceſs. The very act of deprecating 
the divine diſpleaſure muſt naturally withdraw our 
thoughts from the dazzling ſcenes of national tri- 
umph, and repreſent even the moſt proſperous ſtate 
of war under no other form, than that of a chaſtiſe- 
ment ſent by the avenging hand of God, of which 
ſucceſſes are at beſt but temporary lenitives. In con- 
ſequence of which, when we behold it attended with 
the conſumption of public wealth, the — 
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of commerce, the accumulation of heavy and laſting 
burdens, with the loſs of fo many uncounted lives, 
and the diſtreſs of ſo many innocent families, what 
reaſonable motive can even its triumphs afford us, 
for levity, diflipation, or vicious indulgence ? What 
temptation to arrogance, when we are ſo often 
brought by its viciſſitudes to contemplate our own 
weakneſs, and forced to acknowledge that all our 
ſtrength is from heaven alone? What encourage- 
ment for ſelfifhnefs even in the acquiſitions made by 
it, when both religion and experience ſet forth to 
us, that poſſeſſions immoderately and indiſcreetly 
heaped up, begin from that very moment, without 
any external violence, to crumble and ſeparate, and 
moulder away of themſelves ? 


Bes1DEs that, all the time hoſtilities laſt, there 
muſt be perpetual ground for apprehenſion and 
alarm, ſufficient to reſtrain any relaxation of man- 
ners, into which we might otherwiſe be diſpoſed to 
run. Our cauſe, though proſperouſly carried on, 
is not decided. Our adverſary, though often van- 
quiſhed, is far from being ſubdued. The advan- 
tages we have hitherto gained, may be all reverſed, 
and will undoubtedly be fo, whenever God ſhall turn 


away the light of his countenance. Now what more 


likely to provoke his diſpleaſure than the miſuſe, or 


even the miſimprovement, of his mercies? What 


C 2 indeed, 
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indeed, in the ordinary courſe of things, 1s ſo ca- 
pable of overturning our proſperity ? And ſuppoſing 
this to happen, were ** affliction to come a ſecond 
« time,” how little prepared would our minds be to 
ſupport with ſteadineſs, or to ſubmit with decency 
to ſo humiliating a change ? 


OR however, ſhould ſucceſs ſtill continue, through 
his bleſſing, to attend our arms; ſhould yet more 
deciſive conqueſts reduce the enemy to the accept- 
ance of equitable terms: yet the beſt peace, how 
firmly ſoever it might ſecure our civil rights, muſt 
ſtill be inſidious to a people, not guarded by timely 
humiliation againſt the returning inundation of vice, 
which eaſe and plenty muſt bring along with them. 
The danger, in this reſpect, is manifeſtly the moſt 
likely to fall on the ſucceſsful ſide. Other nations, 


which have drank deeper of this cup of the divine 


fury, moſt probably have learnt obedience by the 
things which they have ſuffered.” Their attention 
to religious duties, enlivened by their diſtreſſes, may 
have been more earneſt and more ſincere. A ſpirit 
of ſeriouſneſs and of piety may be excited amongſt 
them, which would more than compenſate all the 
tranſient ravages of their country which have given 
birth to it. Other loſſes indeed may be ſoon re- 


covered. The labours of the huſbandman, however 


deſolated, are eaſily retrievable ; fenced cities laid 
into ruinous heaps, may in no long time be reſtored ; 
broken 
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broken credit may revive: but the infection which 
has fixed itſelf on the morals of a people, is hardly 
ever to be corrected, till it has in a manner ſpent 
itſelf in acts of the moſt diſſolute intemperance and 
hardened villany; till it has diſſolved the union, and 
mutually alienated the affections of all orders and 
denominations of men; till, in ſhort, it has led 
them through oppreſſion and violence, through tur- 
bulence and anarchy, through diſtreſs and deſola- 
tion, to the very point from whence they ſet out, 
to the ſame preciſe ſituation in which their former 
amendment and ſucceſſes commenced. 


Bur the proſpect of a continued ſucceſſion of 
triumphs, and of the reſtoration of public tran- 
quillity, 1s as yet an idea of the imagination only, 
God alone knows what events yet remain, and how 
long that deſireable ſtate may be with-held from us. 
Mean while, to remind ourſelves of performing our 


part towards obtaining both at his hands, let us 
conſider, 


III. Taz tendency of theſe acts of religion to 
qualify us for, and thereby to procure, the continu- 


ance and increaſe of the divine favour. 


ONE principal uſe of the ſacrifice of prayer now 
offered up to heaven, is that of pointing out to our 
minds the neceſſity of conſtant and perſevering ſup- 

| pPlwication 


18 A Sermon preached at 


plication to the Almighty, “ that as he hath begun, 
« fo he would vouchſafe to finiſh his good work 
« upon us.” Nor need the kindneſſes he hath al- 
ready ſo plentifully heaped on us, be conſidered, like 
thoſe beſtowed by earthly benefactors, as a diſcharge 
to all future expectation : our experience hath taught 
us, on the contrary, that one favour received from 
Him was only a pledge of a ſecond, of many, of 
greater, of better that have followed. Still leſs ſhould 
this abundance of his mercies be an inducement to us 
to grow remiſs or negligent in applying for yet fur- 


ther acceſſions of his bounty. Rather, ſince our cauſe 


{till hes before his tribunal ; ſince our advocates have 
pleaded ſo manfully and nobly in our behalf ; above 
all, ſince ſo many clear intimations have been given, 

that the righteous arbiter of our conteſt graciouſly 
allows of this our appeal, we have the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſon and the beſt encouragement to preſent our un- 
ceaſing addreſſes to his mercy-ſeat, for his deciſive ſen- 
tence arid final determination in our favour. Agree- 
able to this was the advice of the prophet to his coun- 
trymen in a like ſituation of their affairs: Ye that 
e mention the name of the Lord, keep not ſilence, 
te and give him no reſt, until he etabiiſh and till he 
«© make Jeruſalem a pralſe i in the crm. 


Bur then, we are not warranted to expect the full 
completion of our wiſhes as an immediate conſequence 


of our petitions alone, but only through his influence 
„ Iſaiah Kii. 6, 7. and 
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and bleſſing on thoſe virtues, which a conjuncture 
like the preſent peculiarly directs us to cultivate and 
to exert. Many of theſe are of a private and perſonal 
ſort. And here another branch of this our humiliation, 
when improved to its intended uſe, may become the 
ground-work on which ſome of the moſt conſiderable 
of theſe may take their riſe. If abſtinence from vicious 
pleaſures, and the temperats ule even of ſuch as are in- 
nocent, are eſſential to the preſerving that cool and ſe- 
dateframe of mind, and that healthful vigour of body, 
which a ſtate of war requires in all who are either to 
adviſe or to act in it, how obviouſly are we led by the 
voluntary ſelf-denial of this day, to carry thoſe ſea- 
ſonable duties into regular and laſting habits? The 


ſame circumſtance ought to be conſcientiouſly regard- 


ed by every member of the community, as ſuggeſting 
to him an admonition, to revive domeſtic frugality, 


to obſerve a conſtant ſimplicity of life and manners, 


and to yield up his paſſion for ſuperfluous gratifica- 
tions, as a generous ſacrifice to the preſent exigency 
and the future proſperity of his country. Yet neither 
theſe nor any other virtue, how ſuited ſoever to the 
ſituation we are in, will be cultivated from a ſenſe of 


their general utility, without an actuating principle 


of national affection and public ſpirit. And there- 
fore we muſt obſerve, 


LASTLY, That the manner in which theſe pious 


ſolemnities are e. in the general aſſembly of 


fellow 
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fellow - citizens, ſuppliants at the ſame altar, and 
ſharers in one common intereſt, tends directly to im- 
print on our minds the livelieſt idea of our ſocial and 
civil connexions: and to excite in us a zeal for the 
genuine doctrines of our bleſſed Redeemer's goſpel, 

profeſſed by us as Proteſtants; love to our happy con- 
ſtitution civil and eccleſiaſtical; reverence to authority 
ſupreme or ſubordinate, which never deſerved to be 
paid with greater chearfulneſs and gratitude ; cordial 
union amongſt ourſelves ; ſpirit of willing contribu- 
tion and vigorous co-operation towards the public 
ſecurity and welfare. The bare mention of theſe in- 
valuable objects is enough, to warm the breaſts of all 
who hear them named, and no enlargement on them 
can ſufficiently expreſs their conſequence. Therefore 
I ſhall only ſay, that as the preſervation of theſe mo- 
mentous intereſts hath hitherto been chiefly owing to 
the unexampledalacrity and ardour ſhewn by all ranks 
and degrees of men in their ſupport, ſo muſt their fu- 
ture ſecurity, under God, depend upon the continued 
attention of all to the ſame important duties. In a 
word, 


ON our faithful obſervance of theſe ſeveral obli- 
gations, of the religious, perſonal, and ſocial kind, 
we may reaſonably expect, that“ our offerings will 
ebe pleaſant unto the Lord as in the days of old, 
“and as in the former years.” The preſent expreſ- 
ſions of our contrition and piety will aſcend as an ac- 
ceptable incenſe to the throne of grace, and bring 

5 down 
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down from thence the uninterrupted guidance of in- 


finite wiſdom to the councils, and the aid of infinite 
power to the arms, of our Sovereign, 


So ſhall the evening of his days, now happily 
brightened up after the clouds of domeſtic affliction 
and public diſappointment, be brought in the end to 
cloſe in pure and unallayed tranquillity : fo ſhall we 
become a nation worthy of the bleſſings of his reign, 
of the eſteem of mankind, of the favour of the Al- 
mighty: ſo ſhall we © ſee our Jeruſalem in proſpe- 
ce rity all our life long,” and be received at the con- 
cluſion of it, eternal inhabitants of a better coun- 
ce try, of that city which hath foundations, whoſe 
builder and maker is God,” 


(J ih 


